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Tentative pact keeps 
fuel flowing at YVR

VANCOUVER — B.C. Finance 
Minister Colin Hansen says Elections 
B.C. will review a planned govern-
ment mailing on the controversial 
harmonized sales tax to make sure 
it’s not campaigning against an anti-
HST initiative.

Hansen says the material will 
be part of the annual post-budget 
package government sends to B.C. 
residents, and won’t mention the 
campaign led by former premier Bill 
Vander Zalm aimed at having the tax 
repealed.

Organizers of the anti-HST initia-
tive have already filed a complaint 
with Elections B.C. over the govern-
ment mail-out, even though the infor-
mation package is still weeks away 
from being sent.

Nola Western, Elections B.C.’s 
executive director of campaign 
finance, says it’s unusual to get a 
complaint in advance.

Under the B.C. Initiative Act, the 
registered proponents and oppon-
ents of an initiative can spend up to 
$900,000, while registered advertis-
ers have a $5,000 limit.

Hansen says the government did 
not register as an opponent of the 
anti-HST initiative, or as an adver-
tiser.
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Elections BC will review 
gov’t HST mailing

VANCOUVER — Tentative 
settlement of a contract dispute 
means jet fuel is flowing for Air 
Canada, WestJet and several other 
airlines at Vancouver International 
Airport.

The Public Service Alliance of 
Canada says a tentative agreement 
has been reached with Servisair, 
which operates as GlobeGround Fuel 
Service at YVR.

Union regional vice-president Kay 
Sinclair says the deal came Saturday, 
just hours after lock-out notice 
expired.

Arrangements for a ratification 
vote have not been released.

Seventy-three Servisair fuellers 
and mechanics at YVR were ready to 
strike to back contract demands ran-
ging from wage increases to retire-
ment benefits.

Negotiations had been underway 
since last year with the Paris-based 
company.
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David Bell
STAFF WRITER

This is the first is a 
four-part series deal-
ing with reactions to 
the provincial govern-
ment’s announcement 
that it is proceeding with 
Stage 3 of the Site C 
hydro dam. First, reac-
tions from the politicians.

A  w a r m  d a y  w i t h 
a gentle breeze at the 
W.A.C. Bennett  Dam 
was  the  backdrop as 
Premier Gordon Campbell 
announced that the gov-
ernment will move the 
Site C Dam into the third 
stage of a five-stage pro-
cess.

A n  e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
assessment will now take 
place for approximately 
two and a half years, with the intention of 
including stakeholder and landowner per-
spectives, yet language used in the Monday’s 
announcement had left some feeling that 
the decision is not a recent one, and that the 
assessment, regardless of the outcome, will 
have little impact on halting the controversial 
project.

A few dozen protestors greeted Campbell 
and his team as they arrived at the Hudson’s 
Hope airport, with signs and chants.

Campbell launched his speech with a history 
of the successes of dams in the area.

“In 1968 the W.A.C. Bennett Dam was 
opened. There was a launching of the two-
river system, the Columbia and the Peace. In 
1980, the second dam on the system, the Peace 
Canyon Dam opened up and 33 per cent of our 
power comes from that Peace River system.”

The careful use of language like ‘proposed’ 
and ‘if the project goes forward’ were gone.

“The decision has been made,” Campbell 
said to applause.

He said expected increases in population 
and energy demand over the next 20 years, 
is why the province needs this clean energy 
project.

“Moving to the third stage means that we 
now have to undertake the detailed environ-
mental assessments and reviews that are essen-
tial to protect the quality of our environment. 
Moving to the third stage means we will carry 
out our constitutional responsibilities to First 
Nations in accommodation and consultation to 
be sure that all British Columbians can benefit 
from this decision as we move ahead.”

Stage four involves designing the dam and 
construction takes place in stage five.

“Site C is an important part of B.C.’s ener-
gy, economic and social future and we are 
ready to take it on in all of its detail and in all 
of its complications, so we can build the future 
that our young people deserve.”

See MIXED on A3• 

MOVING 
FORWARD

SITE C

The portion of the Peace River 
Val ley,  10 ki lometres east of 
Hudson’s Hope, will be flooded if 
Site C is built. (David Bell Photo)

The long awaited decision to move Site C into stage three 
of the five-stage process, was announced by Premier 
Gordon Campbell Monday near Hudson’s Hope at the 
W.A.C. Bennett Dam. Area politicians were on hand to 
witness a decision that has been 40 years in the making. 
(David Bell Photos)
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Tim
Rempel  

With every sale a 
donation is made 
to the Children’s
Miracle Network
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$459,900

Income property located close to downtown. Two buildings on the same title; each building 
is 1,000 sq. ft. with two suites per building. The buildings have been extensively renovated 
in the past few years, including new siding, new decorative stone work, new floor coverings, 
new paint, new cupboards and new appliances in most units. They rent out for $1,200 per unit 
per month including some utilities.
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FORT ST. JOHN LENDING INSTITUTIONS

PLEASE NOTE: These rates are provided for information 
purposes only, rates should be verified with Financial Institution  mentioned.
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Andrew Bergland
STAFF WRITER

After seven years of promoting innova-
tive energy solutions and efforts that resulted 
in the province’s first wind farm, the Peace 
Energy Cooperative (PEC) opened a central-
ized office in Dawson Creek.

“We’re presenting more of a professional 
image in town because we are a successful 
co-op,” PEC executive director Valerie Gilson 
said at Friday’s grand opening. “We have 
Bear Mountain Wind to show off, and we’re 
looking forward to great things.”

Looking at the new office’s humble pro-
portions, located in a former barbershop, it 
would appear the PEC is struggling. Gilson 
corrected that the space is exactly what they 
needed, and a step-up from the previous loft 
office on the second floor of Peace photo-
Graphics.

“It’s actually more than twice the size of 
where I was,” said Gilson, adding that the old 
location was the perfect starting point for the 
PEC. “We now have a really visible location, 
high traffic, easy access for members, they 
don’t have stairs to come up anymore, pri-
vacy…”

She added the visible location has already 
paid off.

“We’ve had kids come in while walking 
home from school, students from the college 
walking up to (Mr. Mikes) for lunch stopping 
in, people going to other offices in the build-
ing… so it’s been an excellent move.”

Members of the PEC’s newly elected execu-
tive also took part in the grand opening.

The new executive betrays stereotypes of 
green-minded citizens, as they are represented 
by a wide community cross section including 
a veterinarian, a teacher and even a member 
of the local Crown Council.

The fact was not lost on Mayor Mike 
Bernier.

“I think it shows that it’s not just a stereo-

typical person who supports sustainability,” 
he said.

Bernier added the changing priorities of 
average citizens is noted and often drives the 
direction of local government.

“With the City of Dawson Creek being 
in the forefront of sustainability and green 
initiatives, it wouldn’t happen if it wasn’t for 
groups like the Peace Energy Coop that help 
motivate us as well,” he said. “The vision is 
somewhat the same between the two organ-
izations (City of Dawson Creek and the PEC) 
so anytime we can show the support as well I 
think it’s warranted.”

Representatives of environmental research 
group The Pembina Institute had been work-
ing with the City of Dawson Creek throughout 
the week and stopped by the grand opening 
before a flight back to Vancouver.

Pembina’s associate director of sustainable 
communities group director said she isn’t sur-
prised to find successful groups like the PEC 
so far north, even where economies are driven 
by fossil fuel extraction.

“What we’re really talking about is energy, 
and when we can start to think about energy 
in a broader context as opposed to thinking 
about a specific source of energy, we’re really 
talking about the same sorts of things,” Josha 
MacNab said. “So it’s really just finding ways 
to power the things we need to live our lives.

She added the more than 400 members of 
the PEC is proof people are coming to this 
same conclusion.

“I think the Peace Energy Cooperative is 
a great example of people within a commun-
ity coming together spontaneously,” MacNab 
said. “They see a future in a different kind of 
energy, and I think we’re seeing that spring up 
more and more around British Columbia and 
across the country, and I think that’s a really 
positive and hopeful sign.”

More information on the PEC can be found 
as peaceenergy.ca or by visiting the new 
office at 1445 – 102 Avenue.

New office for Peace 
Energy Cooperative

Cont. from A1• 
He said the time is now, that it is 

urgent that Site C move forward, so 
that the province can be electricity 
self sufficient by 2016, adding that 
about 35,000 jobs will be created over 
the life of the project, including 7,650 
directly related positions.

Campbell  acknowledged that 
the true price of the project was 
unknown, as the study that suggested 
it could cost up to $6.6 billion was 
old but that “even with those costs, 
we believe that this is one of the most 
cost effective ways we can provide 
clean energy.”

He refused to speculate how high 
the final price tag could be.

Campbell said while opportunities 
would exist for independent power 
producers to export energy if markets 
could be found, “Site C is not about 
clean power for anyone other than 
British Columbia.”

He said agricultural land, including 
class one, would be lost, but that “the 
agricultural community will be at the 
centre of our consultations and we 
will continue working with them.”

Blair Lekstrom, minister of energy, 
mines and petroleum resources said he 
has always supported Site C, but only 
if it were done in an environmentally 
responsible manner.

He said discussions with First 
Nations would go forward.

“We have to sit down and continue 
the dialogue that we have developed 
with Treaty 8 First Nations, some-
thing not only on Site C, but on other 
issues in the northeast and I think I 
can quite honestly say, that we have 
developed a great working relation-
ship with Treaty 8 First Nations.”

He said disagreements happen, but 
that the need for discussions is not 
one of them. 

“To put the cards on the table of 
what is acceptable and what isn’t and 
find a way to move forward.”

The employment that will come 
from the project, will allow families 
to stay in the region, he said. 

“I love this region, it is beautiful, 
but without the opportunity to find 
work, people have to look elsewhere.

“I can tell you that the people of 
British Columbia and the people of 
the Peace River region are thankful 
for what we are able to deliver here 
today, in moving to stage three of the 
Site C dam.”

He said he recognizes the issue of 

lost agricultural land, but that it is 
“one hopefully we can work through.”

Peace River North MLA Pat Pimm, 
said it was a big day for the Peace 
River region.

“It has been on the books for as long 
as I can remember. This gives some 
direction, an opportunity to move 
forward provided everything is met 
through the environmental assessment 
and the First Nations consultations.”

He said that public consultation in 
the environmental assessment process 
is “always legitimate” and that it will 
provide “an opportunity for all the 
stakeholders, the landowners, every-
body to have their input into the pro-
cess, and that is going to be import-
ant.”

Pimm said he would be “supporting 
their position and fighting very hard” 
for residents affected by the project, 
because “I want to make sure that 
their rights are looked after as well as 
all the rights of the people in the North 
Peace and First Nations as well.”

He said he would prefer to see a 
combined assessment, rather than sep-
arate ones conducted by the province 
and the federal government.

Fort St. John Mayor Bruce Lantz 
said the announcement means that 
“now we actually have something to 
hang our hats on. We know that it is 
going forward instead of speculation. 
That means that we can develop plans 
around that, and that for us is a good 
thing.”

He said impact studies can now 
begin, as can conversations with the 
government and B.C. Hydro around 
possible legacies for the region.

Consultations are essential, but 
not from a deal breaking perspective 
because the government has made 
their position clear, he said.

“If however, the assessments indi-
cate that it is now wise to do that, then 
they are going to have a tough choice 
to make and they may have to change 
their mind,” Lantz said. “I think that it 
would take a lot to have them change 
their mind.”

He said the clear environmental 
focus of the assessment would fine-
tune resident feedback. He acknow-
ledged that while he has not always 
been supportive of Site C, “We have 
work to do now to look at the impacts 
and get something for the commun-
ities and people of the northeast and 
that is what my focus is going to be.”

Mike Bernier, mayor of Dawson 

Creek, said “I am actually really 
excited with this announcement. We 
have been waiting with baited breath 
for quite a while. Now we know what 
we are dealing with and we can move 
forward.”

He said Dawson Creek council has 
been supportive of the project for the 
last 10 years, but not through a formal 
resolution. 

“All the past mayors and myself 
have said that Site C, if properly done, 
will be a great boost for the region.”

He said the assessment process was 
important to ensure that the final prod-
uct met the needs of everyone affected.

New Democrat opposition energy 
critic John Horgan was happy with the 
announcement.

“This gives those that are opposed, 
an opportunity to make the case. To 
show the science and the concerns 
about agricultural land and what the 
cost at the end of the day will be. They 
will now have to be put in front of an 
independent panel for scrutiny and I 
that is a good thing.”

He is optimistic that the assessment 
process will be independent, however 
he is concerned that the public will be 
left with the impression that Site C is 
a done deal, he said.

“We have regulatory processes that 
have to be concluded with respect to 
the amount of energy we need and 
the cost of that energy to ratepayers. 
There will be benefits from electricity 
generation, but we have a lot of unan-
swered questions.”

He noted the irony in how the Site 
C announcement was made.

“Normally the announcement of an 

environmental assessment wouldn’t 
require a Learjet and other aircraft to 
bring people in from the lower main-
land, but I guess the travel restrictions 
as a result of the massive deficit have 
been forgiven in this instance.”

Karen Goodings, chair of the Peace 
River Regional District, said the 
district’s position on Site C has not 
changed.

“We have to go back to the ori-
ginal decision made many years ago, 
where we talked about the eventual 
happening of Site C and the fact that, 
there were a number of things that the 
region would want to see. We will 
have to stick with that at this point.”

She said she supports those in her 
district that oppose the project, but 
understands the fact that it is a provin-
cial decision, “so we will just let them 
make that decision.

“I think that they will do what they 
will do.”

Hudson’s Hope Mayor Karen 
Anderson was surprised at the con-
clusiveness of the language in the 
announcement and said she does not 

have faith that further public consulta-
tion will be given much consideration
in the assessment process.

“We went into consultations, we
asked certain questions and we have
never heard the answers to those ques-
tions, so I think that speaks for itself.”

Hudson’s Hope district council had
a meeting with residents in March
2009, and Anderson said the majority
of the 100 that attended, were against
the Site C Dam. Later that month,
a recommendation was passed that
opposed the project.

“It is actually ironic, we had a meet-
ing scheduled for the next two weeks
to deal with Site C issues in our com-
munity, I guess we will still have that
meeting but it will have a different
focus.”

To the independence of the environ-
mental assessment process, Goodings
said, “We have to hope that the prov-
ince is going to make sure that it is an
independent process, because other-
wise why even bother.”

Check back tomorrow for part two
of our Site C series.

Mixed 
political 
reaction
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Premier Gordon Campbell’s announcement regarding Site C was not open to the public.
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