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RCMP investigating 
armed robbery

Fort St. John RCMP is seeking 
public assistance in locating a sus-
pect involved in an armed robbery.

Police responded to a robbery 
in progress at the Charlie Lake 
General store late Tuesday night. 
An unknown male entered the store, 
directly approached the counter, 
produced what was believed to be 
a handgun and demanded money 
from the till. An undisclosed 
amount of money was turned over 
to the suspect, who then fled on 
foot.

The suspect is described as a 
Caucasian male with an average 
size build, about 5’10” tall, with 
a slender face, a very distinctive 
large nose and dark eyebrows. He 
was described as wearing a dark 
coloured hoodie, jeans and bright 
white running shoes.

Police Dog Services attended the 
scene and tracked the suspect to an 
area just east of the store, where it 
was believed the suspect may have 
gotten into a vehicle.

Anyone with information about 
this incident is asked to call the 
Fort St. John RCMP at 250-787-
8140. To remain anonymous, call 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
or visit the website, www.crimes-
toppersfsj.ca.
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RCMP still searching 
for missing man

The Fort St. John RCMP continues 
to investigate the disappearance of 
Dwight Middleton.

Middleton was reported missing 
in February. Police located his aban-
doned vehicle at a remote well site 
off the Heritage Highway on Feb. 20. 

On April 10, a large number of 
volunteers from the Tumbler Ridge, 
Dawson Creek and Fort St. John 
Search and Rescue teams joined 
RCMP members from Dawson 
Creek and Fort St. John to conduct a 
search of the area where Middleton’s 
vehicle was found.

Despite the use of two police dog 
handlers, snowmobiles and ATVs, 
Middleton was not located during 
this search. RCMP will continue to 
search the area once spring arrives 
and melts all the snow in the area.
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David Bell
STAFF WRITER

This is part two of our four-part ser-
ies on the announcement by the provin-
cial government that it is moving head 
with Stage 3 of the Site C hydro dam. 
Today, we look at the points of view of 
the affected First Nations leaders.

On the heels of the historic announce-
ment by the B.C. government to push 
the Site C Dam into the environmental 
assessment process, or Stage 3, some 
First Nations leaders are saying they 
feel their concerns along the way have 
been ignored. Statements of ongoing 
dialogue and accommodation of First 
Nations from Monday’s announcement 
are hollow, they say.

Treaty 8 Tribal Chief Liz Logan said 
that while they did receive an invita-
tion to Monday’s announcement, it was 
light on details and a discussion with 
Blair Lekstrom, energy, mines and pet-
roleum resources minister, didn’t clarify 
anything.

“We had discussions around going 
to the meeting and in the end we saw 
more value in boycotting the meeting, 
and hopefully the Premier and the min-
ister would get the message.”

She said that by moving into the 
environmental assessment (EA) stage 

of Site C, the government is getting 
ahead of itself.

“We feel that there is a lot of 
unfinished business in terms of the 
infringements and the impacts of the 
other two dams (W.A.C. Bennett and 
Peace Canyon) that we need to discuss 
further and that he second stage pro-
cess, that we were involved in, is really 
incomplete. So to move to stage three 
was premature.”

She said development on Treaty 8 
lands has not been without differences 
of opinion between Treaty 8 and the 
provincial government.

“We have all of the oil and gas activ-
ity, the forests being cut down, the 
access roads, and the other landfills that 
are before the environmental assessment 

board. There is huge impact to all of this 
development and nobody wants to look 
at the big picture. People are looking at 
their own little projects in a vacuum.”

Logan said gravesites and other his-
toric features are in the path of the res-
ervoir, yet B.C. Hydro and the govern-
ment interpret their obligations differ-
ently.

“We wanted to sit down and do a 
Traditional Land Use Study to deter-
mine exactly what is going to be 
impacted in terms of heritage and 
archaeological sites and basically B.C. 
Hydro does not believe that they need 
establish baseline data to move for-
ward.”

She said a recent judicial review 
by the B.C. Supreme Court supported 

West Moberly First Nations position 
that robust assessments and impact 
mitigation plans are required prior to 
development starting and that Site C 
“will further impact other wildlife in 
the area, but they continue to ignore us. 
It goes on and on.”

We have never opposed development 
because our people need to work, but 
we have to find a balance, she said.

She said Treaty 8 members remain 
unconvinced of the independence of the 
EA process.

“It is the way that Gordon Campbell 
was talking, it is already a done deal 
and that upsets me. We don’t really 
have confidence in the environmental 
process.”

See SITE C on A3• 
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David Bell
STAFF WRITER

For the third year running, a parents 
conference will try to address some of 
the challenges of raising children in 
a world of social networking, multi-
media and a host of other issues. 

The conference will bring in two 
subject matter experts to give parents 
tools to better relate to and support 
their children.

Conference organizer Lilly Frey 
said the event is “specifically for par-

ents with children aged preschool to 
graduation.”

Two keynote speakers will cover 
a range of topics. One of them, Kym 
Stewart, is a media education expert.

“(She will be) helping people 
develop constructive strategies for 
working with their children in watch-
ing TV, playing videogames and how 
those things can be used constructive-
ly. She has got some really good ideas 
on how you can use the technology in 
a positive way,” said Frey.

Children’s advertising and its 

effects will be addressed.
“It is stunning the role of media in 

the lives of Canadian families and 
specifically the impact of advertising 
on young children, on their lifestyles, 
how they play and aggression,” Frey 
said.

Stewart, of the Simon Fraser 
University Capilano communications 
department, will address parents’ 
understanding of how media influ-
ences their children.

“As a parent of an 11-year-old I 
have seen how her world is much 

more media saturated than the world I 
grew up in,” she said.

“I am, however, filled with hope and 
confidence that children are not pas-
sive victims of media influence, rather, 
they are very much active and can be 
distinguishing viewers,” Stewart said, 
provided parents encourage dialogue 
about what they are seeing.

“I have found in much of my 
research, and my own family life, co-
viewing tends to be among the best 
educational experiences for children.”

See PARENTS on A3• 

Parents conference this weekend

David Bell Photo

The portion of the Peace River Valley, 10 kilometres east of Hudson’s Hope, that will be flooded if Site C is built.
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Thursday

Apr. 22
Friday
Apr. 23

Saturday
Apr. 24

Sunday
Apr. 25

Monday
Apr. 26

Tuesday
Apr. 27

Daytime

Conditions

 Isolated showers Cloudy periods
Cloudy with

sunny breaks
Cloudy periods Cloudy periods Cloudy periods

P.O.P. 40% 20% 30% 20% 20% 10%

High 10°C 8°C 8°C 9°C 13°C 14°C

Low 4°C 2°C 0°C 1°C -1°C 3°C

Wind W 10 km/h W 10 km/h E 10 km/h W 15 km/h SE 5 km/h E 10 km/h

WeatherPhone
Environment Canada

Local Weather Forecasts

(250)-785-7669

http://www.drivebc.ca/

FORT ST. JOHN, BC

2968

Wednesday

Afternoon

Variable cloudiness

20°C

W 30km/h

51%

30%

HIGHWAY 97 BOTH DIRECTIONS - Road will be 
closed in both directions in the Pine Pass, 63 km 
north of Junction with Highway 39 & Hwy 97S, due to 
Construction: Sunday to Thursday 11:30 pm to 2:30 
am and 3:30 am to 6:30 am, and Monday to Saturday 
11:30 am to 12:00 pm. Expect up to 20 minute delays 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week until further notice. 
HIGHWAY 97 BOTH DIRECTIONS - Maintenance from 
Taylor to Fort St. John (20.6 km), 5:00 pm to 4:00 am 
Mon-Thu through Apr 26. 

Another children’s 
trinket recalled due 

to lead content

Canada
Number of mixed-race couples on 

the raise in Canada: StatsCan

The students of Duncan Cran Elementary School got a visit from the Stanley Cup on Tuesday. The cup is in Fort St. 
John as part of a Hockey Hall of Fame display that’s at the North Peace Arena for the Allan Cup tournament.

Canada

OTTAWA — A children’s necklace 
sold across Canada has been recalled 
after Health Canada tests showed it 
contained more than 1,000 times the 
allowable limit for lead, the fourth 
such recall in a month.

Health Canada said Tuesday about 
1,000 necklaces, which are silver-
coloured and feature a single sandal 
emblazoned with jewels, had been 
sold. Tests showed the necklaces 
were made up of 88 per cent lead, 
well above the 0.06-per-cent threshold 
allowed in children’s jewelry.

Last week, a valentine charm brace-
let made up of 92 per cent lead was 
recalled. In March, two bracelets 
made by Montreal company Groupe 
Dynamite, Inc. were found to con-
tain 87 per cent and 90 per cent lead, 
respectively.

The recalled necklaces, from 
Chicago-based DM Merchandising, 
were manufactured in China.

No illnesses related to any of these 
recalls have been reported.

While wearing the jewelry poses 
no risk, lead poisoning can be fatal if 
items are ingested by children.

CANWEST

Shannon Proudfoot
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

More than 340,000 children in 
Canada are growing up in mixed-race 
families, a new report from Statistics 
Canada reveals, and the number of 
mixed unions is growing much more 
quickly than that of other partnerships.

Increasing numbers of mixed ethno-
cultural unions and international adop-
tion mean five per cent of children in 
two-parent families in Canada now 
live in diverse households, said Anne 
Milan, senior analyst and co-author of 
the report, released Tuesday.

“There’s close to 294,000 children 
that have mixed-union parents,” she 
said. “And if you look at a mixed-
family concept where at least one 
person in the family - not necessar-
ily the parents - is a visible minority 
and at least one is not, or there’s two 
different visible minorities, it’s over 
340,000 children that are in that kind 
of a mixed-family situation.”

The 2006 census counted 289,400 
mixed common-law and married 
couples involving one visible minor-
ity and another non-visible minority 
or two people from different visible 
minority groups.

The number of mixed unions swelled 
by 33 per cent between the 2001 and 
2006 census counts, growing five 

times faster than the average for all 
couples. Milan said the swift growth in 
the amount of mixed couples is paral-
leled by a general rise in Canada’s vis-
ible minority population, which grew 
27 per cent in that five-year period.

Of Canada’s mixed couples, about 
86 per cent were made up of one vis-
ible minority person and a partner who 
is not part of a visible minority. While 
couples comprised of people from two 
different visible minority groups are 
less common and account for just 0.6 
per cent of all couples in Canada, their 
ranks are growing even more quick-
ly, increasing by 50 per cent between 
2001 and 2006.

S t a t i s t i c s  Canada  u se s  t he 
Employment Equity Act definition of 
visible minority, which is “persons, 
other than Aboriginal Peoples, who are 
non-Caucasian in race or non-white in 
colour.” This includes Chinese, South 
Asians, blacks, Arabs, West Asians, 
Filipinos, Southeast Asians, Latin 
Americans, Japanese and Koreans.

“We saw that the longer someone 
had been in Canada, the higher the 
proportion that was in a mixed union,” 
said Milan.

Among first-generation visible 
minorities, or those born outside of 
Canada, 12 per cent of those coupled 
off were in mixed unions, but second- 
and third-generation visible minor-

ities in Canada are now more likely 
to marry outside their ethnocultural 
group than within it. Fifty-one per cent 
of second-generation visible minor-
ities - those who were born in Canada 
but have at least one parent born out-
side the country - are in mixed unions, 
as are 69 per cent of third-generation 
visible minorities whose parents were 
born in Canada.

Mixed unions are largely “an urban 
phenomenon,” Statistics Canada 
reported, with 5.1 per cent of couples 
in Canada’s major cities in mixed 
unions, compared to 1.4 per cent of 
those in rural areas and small towns. 
However, Milan said when the analysts 
calculated the number of mixed unions 
based on the proportion of visible min-
orities living in various Canadian cit-
ies, interesting exceptions emerged in 
smaller centres.

Cities such as Saguenay and Trois-
Rivieres, Que., Quebec City, Moncton, 
Saint John, N.B., Thunder Bay and 
Barrie, Ont., all have small visible 
minority populations but 40 per cent 
or more of their coupled-off visible 
minority residents have partnered with 
people outside their group.

“Part of that is because if you are 
part of a very small group, the chan-
ces of you meeting someone outside 
that group are probably a little larger,” 
Milan said.

BEHOLD, LORD STANLEY
David Bell Photo
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GENERAL NOTICE 

The contents of this newspaper are 
protected by copyright and 
may be used only for personal  
non-commercial purposes. 

All other rights are reserved and  
commercial use is prohibited. 
To make any use of this material 
you must you must first obtain the  
permission of the owner of the 
copyright. 

For further information contact the 
managing editor at 250-785-5631.

Financial roundup for Tuesday, 
April 20, 2010, compiled by Brad 

Brain, CFP, R.F.P., CH.F.F., CLU, 
FCSI

On Tuesday the loonie posted its big-
gest single-day gain in nine months fol-
lowing a bullish economic forecast from

Canada’s central bank. The Canadian 
dollar was up 1.58 cents at 100.12 cents 
US after the Bank of Canada signalled 

it may raise rates very soon a move 
that would likely increase international 
demand for Canadian bonds and dol-
lars. Earlier, the loonie had gained as 
much as 1.76 cents to 100.30 cents 

US. Because of the strong economic 
outlook, the Bank of Canada said it was 

withdrawing its conditional commit-
ment to keep the key lending rate at its 
current record low of 0.25 per cent until 
the end of June. That sets the stage for 

a quarter-point or even a half-point hike 
on June 1.

Market Closings
•Dow Jones                      11,117.06

+25.01 or +0.23%          YTD +6.61%
•S&P 500                            1,207.17

+9.65 or +0.81%            YTD +7.39%
•NASDAQ                           2,500.31

+20.20 or +0.81%        YTD +10.19%
•TSX Comp                       12,119.22

+16.25 or +0.13%          YTD +3.18%

Canadian Dollar  $100.12 USD
 London Gold  $1144.75 USD
WTI Crude Oil $83.450 USD

 
This market information is quoted from 

www.advisor.ca Brad Brain and Manulife 
Securities Incorporated do not make any 

representation that the above quoted infor-
mation is accurate, and will not accept any 
responsibility for any inaccuracies in the 

information quoted from third parties. Any 
opinion or advice expressed above does 

not constitute an offer to sell or a solicita-
tion, and is not necessarily the opinion of 
Manulife Securities Incorporated.  Please 
seek the advice of your Financial Advisor 

before investing.
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Market Wrap
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Natasha lost 85 pounds 
and 95 inches

23150

Andrew Bergland
STAFF WRITER

Blue skies and melting snow 
have signaled the end of win-
ter in Dawson Creek, but the 
warm weather has also ushered 
in some perennial unsightliness.

Snow has the unique ability to 
hide a community’s litter, but as 
soon as it melts, months worth 
of accumulated trash reappear.

“It really, really saddens 
me,” said Dawson Creek City 
Councillor Marilyn Belak, who 
agreed the city has a particu-
larly impressive amount of lit-
ter this spring. “I just can’t put 
my mind in that place where I 
would… eat the chicken nug-
get and throw the paper out my 
window or finish my last ciga-
rette and throw the cardboard 
out. Where does that come 
from?”

Belak is  currently visi t -
ing schools with City staff in 
order to promote environmental 
responsibility to students and 
has been involved in the annual 
“Community Clean-Up Day” 
since being elected to council 
over seven years ago. She said 
there has been an incredible 
increase in the number of clean-
up volunteers each year, with as 
many as 1,000 in the last three 
years, but the litter bugs have 
failed to decrease.

Belak said she has been pick-
ing up litter during her regular 
walks up 17 Street towards the 
Dangerous Goods Route, and 
the type of material she finds 
gives her a glimpse at the type 
of people who litter.

“It just makes you see the 
seedy side of society. It’s like 
going down to the slums some-
where. It’s full of liquor bot-
tles – that’s coming into town,” 
she said. “You’d think if you 
had enough sense and enough 
brains to get a job that paid you 
enough to buy a car or a truck, 
you have enough brains to have 
a bag or something to put your 
own garbage in.”

Belak admitted it’s difficult to 
continue picking up after others 
each year, knowing it could be 
just as bad the following spring, 
but she’s not about to stop mak-

ing her community a better 
place to live.

“It’s very important to me that 
the place where I live is clean 
and healthy, so I’m willing to 
just keep doing it,” she said. 
“I don’t go out there feeling 
snooty and angry at the world.”

LITTER NOT THE ONLY SPRINGTIME 
PET PEEVE IN DAWSON CREEK
Throughout winter road crews 

spread gravel to help keep 
vehicles on the road, but a num-
ber of residents are angry about 
what this means for their prop-
erty.

Monday’s edit ion of  the 
Daily News featured a letter by 
Dawson Creek’s Beau Johnson 
who said the gravel that gets 
left on his lawn is getting worse 
and this year has been “excep-
tionally bad.”

“My front lawn was com-
pletely buried in gravel. Worse 
than that, there is a beautiful 
pine tree surrounded by ferns 
in my front yard. The ferns are 
covered in gravel, branches are 
snapped off, and it is basically 
disgusting to look at,” he wrote.

Johnson went on to describe 
his effort to get the City to 
address the problem and con-
cluded the city management 
system is a failure.

Johnson is not alone.
In  March ,  c i t y  counc i l 

received a letter from 31-year 
Dawson Creek resident, Inge 
Cameron who wrote she doesn’t 
look forward to spring due to 
the “terrific amount of gravel 
that is blown and/or pushed 
onto my lawn.”

Cameron gave details about 
the cost of landscaping that has 
been done to her lawn only to 
be destroyed by gravel.

She wrote that she contacted 
the City but was told there was 
little the City could do.

“Last year I kept track of the 
hours it took me to get the grav-
el off the lawn… I actually had 
to use a small hand rake and a 
dustpan on my hands and knees. 
It took me 27 hours,” she wrote.

City of Dawson Creek dir-
ector  of  operat ions Kevin 
Henderson had similar answers 
for both the litter and gravel 

issues. He said the City does 
its best to mitigate the effect of 
the gravel and clean litter where 
it can, but it just doesn’t have 
the funding or manpower to do 
it all.

“It’s just one of the things 
people have to deal with when 
they live in a northern city,” he 
said in reference to the gravel.

Henderson added that the City 

relies on volunteers, like those 
who participate in the annual 
cleanups, to help keep the cities 
tidy.

There is also program where 
seniors and the disabled, who 
may not have the physical 
strength to remove gravel from 
their property, can contact the 
City for assistance from a local 
service group.

Litter bugs drive 
councillor to clean up 

Dawson Creek

Andrew Bergland Photo

Litter left over from winter decorates some of Dawson Creek’s 
green spaces.

Cont. from A1• 
West Moberly First Nations, 

Halfway River First Nation and 
Saulteau First Nations would be 
the most directly impacted by the 
project, but the development col-
lectively affects all member of the 
Treaty 8 group, said Logan.

Chief Roland Willson of West 
Moberly First Nations didn’t 
mince his words.

“The decision that the Premier 
made Monday was, and I will 
be blunt, a pile of crap. They are 
nowhere near in a position to be 
making an announcement like 
that.”

He said how the announcement 
was made, in suspect.

“If Site C was such a won-
derful decision, why did they 
sneak into the Hudson’s Hope 
airport and then head out to the 
W.A.C. Bennett Dam to make 
the announcement. It would have 
made more sense, if this was 
something to be proud of, to do 
it in Fort St. John and make a big 

splash about it. If this was such a 
wonderful decision, why the veil 
of secrecy?”

Willson echoed that he feels 
the EA process will not be effect-
ive.

“In our eyes they have not fin-
ished stage two. Campbell flat 
out said that they expect to be 
generating power by 2020 and to 
me that shows the level of integ-
rity that the environmental assess-
ment office has, because they are 
not going to do a proper assess-
ment,” he said.

“They are going to railroad this 
thing through.”

He said, it is his understanding, 
that the Province has hundreds of 
studies that they are using to jus-
tify Site C, but they have failed 
to share them with Treaty 8, and 
that the EA office “only has what 
the Province has produced say-
ing that this project must go for-
ward.”

Willson said changes to prov-
incial environmental legislation 

will make it easier for the govern-
ment to push through unpopular 
projects, like Site C.

“It is not independent at all 
because they streamlined the 
process to fit their needs. Once 
that was done, they make the 
announcement before anyone 
has time to question or look at 
what they have done. The EA is 
a joke.”

That the EA will involved a 
panel decision is reason for some 
optimism, he said, as previous 
panel decisions have at times 
halted development.

He said Lekstrom’s statement 
Monday of the government’s 
“great working relationship with 
Treaty 8 First Nations” is gener-
ous.

“That is interesting. We have 
a relationship. I don’t think we 
have a great relationship. That 
might be a little extreme. By law, 
they have to talk to us and they 
acknowledge that.”

Willson speculated as to the 

why the government is moving 
forward with Site C at this time.

“I personally think they are 
deflecting because they are in 
trouble. They are using the veil of 
jobs and economic development 
opportunities to derail people from 
looking at the serious issues.”

West Moberly would prefer a 
step backwards, Willson said.

“We need to stop everything, 
sit down and take a lot at the real 
impacts and benefits that Site 
C would create. We should be 
looking at all of the impacts and 
justifying whether or not this pro-
ject should go ahead based on 
that. The carbon sink that will be 
lost is significant and in an age 
of greenhouse gases and global 
warming, you cannot just ignore 
that. Over 5,000 hectares of agri-
cultural land will be put under 
water,” he said.

“You cannot just brush that off 
as nonsense.”

Check back tomorrow for part 
three of our Site C series.

Site C not justified, says 
West Moberly Chief

Cont. from A1• 
Stewart said conferences like 

this one can be a valuable tool 
for parents.

“As parents we are often 
left on our own to navigate 
the media-saturated world 
and I believe bringing parents 
together in this venue to share 
ideas, discuss strategies and 
most importantly to show each 
other support,” will help create 
a healthier media environment 
for children, she added.

A second speaker, Deborah 

MacNamara is a clinical coun-
sellor and educator at  the 
Neufeld Institute in Vancouver.

“She has worked with wide 
range of children and families. 
She has quite a broad back-
ground. She is doing three 
different presentations titled 
‘You are not the boss of me: 
Understanding resistance in 
kids’, ‘Roots of Resilience’ and 
the ‘Trouble with timeouts,’” 
Frey said.

Other sessions will cover 
areas like helping children deal 

with anxiety, secondary school 
career programs, social net-
working (Facebook, MySpace, 
text messaging), building rela-
tionships with your children 
through art, yoga and emotional 
freedom techniques.

“We will also have informa-
tion on the new middle school 
structure next year, what they 
will look like and what high 
schools will look like for Grade 
10s,” she said.

“It is important for parents 
and people in schools and day-

cares to all work together. We 
can achieve better things for 
kids when we are all on the 
same page. Anything that gives 
parents more information to 
support their children is a posi-
tive thing. That is what we are 
trying to do with the confer-
ence.”

The conference starts  at 
9 a.m. this Saturday at North 
Peace Secondary School. For 
more information on the par-
ents conference, visit www.prn.
bc.ca.

Parents will learn how to 
deal with kids’ issues

WINNIPEG — Manitoba 
probation officials say they 
repeatedly overlooked 
breaches of court orders 
from a teenage car thief in 
the weeks before he stole 
an SUV and killed a city 
cab driver.

The admission came 
Tuesday at a sentencing 
hearing for the boy, who 
pleaded guilty to crim-
inal negligence causing 
death in the March 2008 
crash that killed Antonio 
Lanzellotti.

The Crown wants the 
16-year-old sentenced 
as an adult  and have 
requested he serve 23 
months of jail.

The Winnipeg teen is 
seeking to remain in youth 
court and be given eight 
more months behind bars.

Queen’s Bench Justice 
Lea Duval has reserved her 
decision.

Cheryl Dyck, who served 
as the boy’s probation offi-
cer, testified he was given 
probation for previous con-
victions and was caught 
violating his curfew, but 
the incidents were never 
reported to police.

On the night of March 
29, 2008, the boy had been 
drinking and consuming 
drugs with a large group of 
youths.

When police showed 
up the youth sped away 
in a stolen vehicle, driv-
ing through two red lights 
before slamming into the 
taxi.

Lanzellotti, 55, died 
instantly and a passenger 
in the cab was seriously 
injured.

The  Crown  ag reed 
to drop a manslaughter 
charge in exchange for his 
guilty plea.
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Winnipeg teen car thief to 
be sentenced for crash that 

killed taxi driver
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