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Bomber 
letter not 
confirmed 
nor denied 

as hoax 
by RCMP

Andrew Bergland
STAFF WRITER

It’s been a week since the 
fourth EnCana pipeline bombing 
letter was found in the Dawson 
Creek Daily News’ incoming 
mail, but information in the case 
remains paltry.

The RCMP’s “E” Division 
confirmed that it is continuing 
to investigate the one-page let-
ter that was received on April 
14 and passed to the police on 
the same day, but it  had nothing 
new to report.

“At this point we’re only con-
firming we’re in possession of 
a letter sent to a local news-
paper in Dawson Creek,” said 
Sgt. Rob Vermeulen, E Division 
community relations.

Vermeulen said the RCMP is 
continuing to try and confirm if 
the letter is a hoax.

“But we’re not going to specu-
late at this point,” he said.

In July of 2009, the Daily 
News received a third threat let-
ter, complete with a bullet taped 
to the page. The RCMP quickly 
identified it as being a hoax.

Vermeulen said he couldn’t 
make a comment on why the 
first two letters are considered 
legitimate, or if they were even 
were.

“Even if we had that informa-
tion, it’s likely we wouldn’t be 
releasing it,” he said, explaining 
that could provide instruction on 
how others could create a realis-
tic appearing copycat letter.

The RCMP is not reporting 
if any other media outlets or 
EnCana received a similar letter.

Vermeulen said the RCMP 
was also taking more action than 
simply researching the letter, but 
would not release specifics.

“Some additional measures 
are being taken, for obvious 
reasons we won’t go into… to 
try and ensure the safety of the 
community,” he said. “Again 
we would ask residents there, if 
they see something unusual or if 
they have any information that 
they haven’t passed along yet, 
please get a hold of us.”

EnCana, the oil and gas com-
pany that has been the target of 
bomber(s) from the beginning, 
had even less to say about the 
letter.

On Monday,  spokesperson 
Alan Boras said the letter was a 
police matter and that the com-
pany would leave to the RCMP.
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1/2 of your household 
garbage is recyclable 

Be sure to check 
out our 

NEW WEBSITE 
 at:

www.
alaskahighwaynews.ca

David Bell
STAFF WRITER

Earth Day is turning 20-years-old 
in Canada and 40 around the world, 
and the Northern Environmental 
Action Team (NEAT) wants to know 
how you’ll be celebrating.

NEAT is encouraging Fort St. 
John citizens to wear green and act 
green, and to commit to one environ-
mentally act to support and care for 
planet Earth.

“That could be recycling some-
thing, given composting a try, plant-
ing a tree, parking the car and walk-
ing for the day or making a lunch at 
home and going to the park to enjoy 
it,” said Melanie Foster-Franklin, an 
eco advisor with NEAT.

To encourage participation, NEAT 
is running a contest, participants can 
take a shot of their green act and 
email it to NEAT at info@neat.ca to 
be entered to win some green prizes.

Foster-Franklin said acts by indi-
viduals within a community can 
really add up.

“Sometimes it  is 
easy to become over-
whelmed with all of 
the  environmental 
talk.  I t  is  import-
ant to look at things 
on a global level but 
it can leave us feeling 
that there is nothing we 
can do to make a differ-
ence,” she said.

“Fortunately the truth is 
really the opposite. Each of 
us has the power to think and 
act locally, which can make a 
big difference in our community. 
If we each make a difference in our 
own local communities, then with 
hundreds and thousands of commun-
ities doing their part, it is possible to 
make a global change.”

Earth Day was born in Wisconsin 
when then governor Gaylord Nelson 
partnered with student Denis Hayes 
to launch ‘teach-ins’ to address 
environmental pollution. The U.S. 
Congress passed laws and set up the 
Environmental Protection Agency 

and 
marked 
A p r i l  2 2 , 
1970 as the very first 
Earth Day. Twenty years later, two 
million Canadians joined 200 mil-
lion people from 141 countries to 
honour the first International Earth 
Day in 1990.

“Earth 
Day is  a 

g r ea t  way 
for us to take 

the time to appre-
ciate and enjoy our 

planet. For us to take a 
minute to enjoy the surround-

ings around us and make some 
positive changes,” Foster-Franklin 
said.

For more information, visit either 
www.neat.ca or www.earthday.ca.

Happy Happy 
Earth DayEarth Day

David Bell
STAFF WRITER

This is part three of our four-part ser-
ies on the announcement by the provin-
cial government that it is moving head 
with Stage 3 of the Site C hydro dam. 
Today, in honour of Earth Day, we look 
at the issue from an environmental per-
spective.

The provincial  government’s 
Monday announcement to move Site 
C into the environmental assessment 
(EA) stage has stirred a lot of emotions 
among affected residents and conserv-
ation groups, locally and nationally. 

Common themes are emerging, with 
many questioning the need for this 
massive hydro electric dam, distrust 
of the EA’s independence, concerns 
for the agricultural land and wildlife 
habitat that will be lost and a lingering 
feeling that the energy produced is less 
about domestic use, and more about 
export through independent power pro-
ducers (IPPs).

A small, grassroots protest was 
hoping to have a few moments with 
Premier Gordon Campbell as he 
arrived at the Hudson’s Hope airport 
Monday for the announcement.

“The Premier ignored us,” said 
the Peace Valley Environment 
Association’s Ruth Ann Darnall, who 
lives just north of Fort St. John.

“We had a lovely time though, those 
of us waiting for all of these planes 
coming in with all of their carbon foot-
print.”

While Site C would not affect her 
property, she is fiercely opposed to it 

for a number of reasons.
“Number one, we don’t need it. 

Number two, all of this prime agri-
cultural land will be lost, and I know 
people say that it is not producing, but 
it could produce and it can produce,” 
she said.

“It has the micro climate, the right 
soil and the sunshine. I am looking at 
the future. I think it is a crime to be 
flooding farmland for electricity. The 
province says ‘we want to be energy 
self sufficient’, but I think we should 
be food self sufficient, we can’t eat 
energy.”

Darnall said we should look after 
our own needs before ‘exploring other 
markets.’

“If we are producing it in the prov-
ince, we should be using it in the prov-
ince. I don’t want any of those IPPs 
to be destroying all of the other rivers 
either.”

One of her solutions would be geo-
thermal.

“The government says, ‘we need 
Site C because it is base load,’ but if 
they took that $6 billion and put it into 
geothermal, we could have base load 
and it’s closer to where the electricity 
is needed. The money would also go 
a long way in encouraging people to 
insulate their homes and put in solar 
panels, and younger people would 
really get their money back in a shorter 
time.”

David Blaney of Citizens United to 
Save the Peace was also at the airport 
on Monday.

“Site C is old attitudes, old methods, 
new destruction,” he said.

He said using the W.A.C. Bennett 

Dam as a sta-
ging area for the 
announcement , 
made quite a state-
ment.

“The W.A.C. 
Bennett Dam was 
one of the greatest 
ecological disas-
ters in the history 
of hydro electric 
development in 
North America. 
H u n d r e d s  o f 
square kilometres 
of standing forest 
were simply inundated. First Nations 
people were ousted from their land by 
the rising waters. Gordon Campbell is 
looking backwards and with regard to 
energy he does not have the vision to 
embrace a new future.”

He said stage two of the process 
was a good example.

“We saw it in the consultation pro-
cess where our questions and concerns 
were pushed aside and ignored. It was 
an attempt to manage dissent.”

Blaney said we are not learning 
from past mistakes, in pushing for-
ward with Site C.

“We have learned of the import-
ance of valley floor habitat. The area 
that would be flooded is not replace-
able up top – it is a unique part of 
the eco system in this area and pro-
vides important land and habitat for 
ungulate use both in the early spring 
and during the winter. It is part of the 
Yellowstone to Yukon corridor and 
we are concerned about connectivity 
being disturbed because this is the 

last stretch of 
the Peace River that has any connec-
tion with the Rocky Mountain system 
on this side of the Williston Reservoir. 
To build a reservoir that may impede 
the movement of wildlife north and 
south and east and west is a huge mis-
take,” he said.

Arthur Hadland said previous 
attempts to construct the dam failed, 
and for good reason.

“In 1981 we had a full hearing by 
the B.C. Utilities Commission and 
they concluded we didn’t need it and 
I suspect that that is what the case is 
today,” he said.

“I do not trust  this govern-
ment. They have said we are short 
of electricity and I know that they 
have licensed somewhere around 
the equivalent of four Site C Dams 
already to the IPPs and I think they 
might be pushing the agenda, but I 
am not sure. This was supposed to 
be about domestic need and we know 
that that is not true.”

See SITE C on A3• 

Earth is the only planet 
we have, we have to 

take care of it if we 
want it to take 

care of us.

SITE CSITE C
AND THEAND THE

ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT
Ruth Ann Darnall of the Peace Ruth Ann Darnall of the Peace 
Valley Environment Association Valley Environment Association 
is furious at the province’s deci-is furious at the province’s deci-
sion to move in the environmental sion to move in the environmental 
assessment stage of the Site C assessment stage of the Site C 
dam, including how the announce-dam, including how the announce-
ment was made. (David Bell Photo)ment was made. (David Bell Photo)

Environmental Environmental 
activists attempt to make activists attempt to make 

their voices heardtheir voices heard
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Market Wrap

Chiefs say 911 
system needs 

upgrades

Canada

Massive ancient rockslide 
shifter the geography of 

a continent: study

Canada

VANCOUVER — The Union of B.C. 
Indian Chiefs says a young Manitoba 
woman who froze to death waiting for 
an answer to 911 calls died the same 
way a young B.C. man died last year – 
and both were preventable tragedies.

Chief Stewart Phillip says Kerri 
Canepotatoe and Matthew Armstrong 
were the victims of the failings of an 
“outdated and inadequate” 911 system.

Canepotatoe died earlier this month 
after going for help when the vehicle 
she and three others were in became 
stuck on a northern Saskatchewan log-
ging road.

Despi te  three  ca l l s  to  911, 
Canepotatoe died on the side of the road 
and another woman and two children 
were stranded for seven days before her 
body led rescuers to them.

E i g h t e e n - y e a r - o l d  M a t t h e w 
Armstrong froze to death near Williams 
Lake, B.C., on New Year’s Eve 2009, 
despite four calls to 911 asking for 
help after he became lost in the woods. 
RCMP did undertake a search, but 
couldn’t pinpoint Armstrong’s location.

Phillip says wireless and emergency 
equipment needs to be upgraded, and 
911 personnel need to be better trained.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Randy Boswell
CANWEST NEWS SERVICE

Two Canadian geologists have 
pieced together a portrait of the largest 
landslide in North American history, 
a colossal avalanche of boulders that 
thundered down a Rocky Mountain 
slope near the B.C.-Alberta border 
about 10,000 years ago – permanently 
shifting the Continental Divide and 
leaving the valley below strewn with 
debris that still dominates the land-
scape ten millennia later.

The scene of the massive event - 30 
times larger than the famous Hope 
Slide that struck southern B.C. in 
1965 and left four people dead - is 
aptly called the Valley of the Rocks, 
located in B.C.’s Mount Assiniboine 
Provincial Park about 35 kilometres 
west of Canmore, Alta.

And while that ancient mountain 
ridge collapse has been detailed for the 
first time by researchers Nick Roberts 
of Simon Fraser University and Steve 
Evans of the University of Waterloo, 
it’s possible the event was witnessed 
by some of Canada’s first aborigin-
al inhabitants, who were just arriv-
ing in the region when the cataclysm 
occurred.

“Despite its size, this landslide 
has gone virtually unrecognized” in 
the scientific literature, Roberts told 

Canwest News Service. “Even basic 
information about the rock avalanche, 
including its precise dimensions, vol-
ume and age,” were unknown until 
now.

Destabilized by forces associated 
with retreating glaciers at the end of 
the last Ice Age, the final cleaving of 
the mountain above the Valley of the 
Rocks might have been triggered by 
an earthquake or a torrential rainstorm, 
the researchers believe.

When the mountain gave way, any 
Stone Age hunters in the vicinity 
might have been convinced the end of 
the world was unfolding.

“Transfer of kinetic energy to sound 
energy through fracturing and collision 
of rock material would have produced 
a tremendous noise,” says Roberts.

“Survivors of large landslides in 
recent decades have described sounds 
similar to cannon fire or the roar of a 
jet engine,” he adds, noting that the 
blasts likely represent “initial fractur-
ing in the first stages of failure” while 
the roar is generated by the rush of 
millions of tonnes of rock down the 
mountain side.

“In the case of the Valley of the 
Rocks avalanche,” says Roberts, 
“these sounds would have been deaf-
ening within a few kilometres of the 
landslide, and would have been aud-
ible for at least many tens of kilo-

metres.”
Dust tossed up by the tumbling 

masses of rock would have “blocked 
out the sky” around the impact zone, 
he adds. Vast stretches of trees would 
have been flattened by displaced 
air even before the stream of stone 
reached them.

Some piles of rock at the foot of 
the slide are nearly 300 metres high, 
and the event shifted the Continental 
Divide - the boundary between Pacific, 
Atlantic and Arctic freshwater drain-
age systems - by about 80 metres.

Roberts says studying the prehistor-
ic B.C. slide and other gigantic ava-
lanches from ancient times provides 
important data for modern commun-
ities built in high-risk areas around 
the globe. Understanding the poten-
tial scale of a rock avalanche and 
the trajectory of its debris field can 
inform planning decisions and safety 
protocols in the world’s mountainous 
regions.

As big as it was, on a global scale 
the Valley of the Rocks event is 
dwarfed by another ancient avalanche 
studied by Roberts. The Seymareh 
slide some 8,700 years ago in present-
day Iran – by far the largest known 
rockfall ever on Earth – was about 
30 times bigger than the newly docu-
mented event in B.C., displacing 
40,000 million cubic metres of rock.2965

GENERAL NOTICE 

The contents of this newspaper are 
protected by copyright and 
may be used only for personal  
non-commercial purposes. 

All other rights are reserved and  
commercial use is prohibited. 
To make any use of this material 
you must you must first obtain the  
permission of the owner of the 
copyright. 

For further information contact the 
managing editor at 250-785-5631.

WINNING 
LOTTERY NUMBERS

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2010
Lotto 6/49: 

12-19-22-36-40-46 
Bonus: 17           

BC/49: 
 04-05-06-34-40-48

Bonus: 09           
Extra: 

05-42-70-74 
  

Next 6/49 Jackpot: 
$4 Million

Next Lotto Max Jackpot: 
$41 Million

In the event of a discrepancy between 
these numbers and the of  cial winning 
numbers list, the latter shall prevail.
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 Financial roundup for 
Wednesday, April 21, 2010, com-
piled by Brad Brain, CFP, R.F.P., 

CH.F.F., CLU, FCSI

On Wednesday the Toronto stock 
market closed slightly higher as 

investors shrugged off several bright 
quarterly earnings reports. A slew of 
better-than-expected quarterly reports 

have been tempered by uncertainty 
about banking regulations and fears 
that Greece will be forced to default 

on its debt.  Meanwhile, the Canadian 
dollar slipped after posting its big-
gest one-day gain in nine months 

on Tuesday, losing 0.04 of a cent to 
100.08 cents US.

 
Market Closings

•Dow Jones                          11,124.92      
+7.86 or +0.07%             YTD +6.68%

•S&P 500                               1,205.94 
-1.23 or -0.10%               YTD +8.15%

•NASDAQ                           2,504.61          
+4.30 or +0.17%           YTD +10.38%

•TSX Comp                         12,118.18      
+4.65 or +0.04%             YTD +3.17%

Canadian Dollar  $100.08 USD
London Gold       $1,143.00 USD
WTI Crude Oil    $83.84 USD

This market information is quoted 
from www.advisor.ca Brad Brain and 
Manulife Securities Incorporated do 
not make any representation that the 

above quoted information is accurate, 
and will not accept any responsibility 
for any inaccuracies in the informa-
tion quoted from third parties. Any 
opinion or advice expressed above 

does not constitute an offer to sell or 
a solicitation, and is not necessar-

ily the opinion of Manulife Securities 
Incorporated. Please seek the advice 

of your Financial Advisor before 
investing

Denny and Jay Morrison paid a visit to the Fort St. John Child Development Centre with Denny’s Olympic gold 
medal in tow on Wednesday.  

David Bell PhotoLITTLE FANS

 
Friday
Apr. 23

Saturday
Apr. 24

Sunday
Apr. 25

Monday
Apr. 26

Tuesday
Apr. 27

Wednesday
Apr. 28

Daytime

Conditions

 Mainly sunny
Variable

cloudiness
Sunny Mainly sunny Cloudy periods Cloudy periods

P.O.P. 10% 30% 30% 10% 10% 10%

High 10°C 9°C 12°C 13°C 16°C 16°C

Low 2°C 3°C 0°C 2°C 3°C 4°C

Wind NW 10 km/h SW 10 km/h W 10 km/h E 5 km/h E 15 km/h E 15 km/h

WeatherPhone
Environment Canada

Local Weather Forecasts

(250)-785-7669

http://www.drivebc.ca/

FORT ST. JOHN, BC

2968

Thursday

Afternoon

Cloudy periods

11°C

W 15km/h

34%

10%

HIGHWAY 29 BOTH DIRECTIONS - Brushing 25 km south of Junc-
tion with Highway 97 North in Chetwynd 7:00 am to 5:00 pm Mon-
Sat until further notice. The road is reduced to single lane alternating 
traffic. 
HIGHWAY 97 BOTH DIRECTIONS - Road will be closed in both 
directions in the Pine Pass, 63 km north of Junction with Highway 39 
& Hwy 97S, due to Construction: Sunday to Thursday 11:30 pm to 
2:30 am and 3:30 am to 6:30 am, and Monday to Saturday 11:30 am 
to 12:00 pm. Expect up to 20 minute delays 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week until further notice.
HIGHWAY 97 BOTH DIRECTIONS - Maintenance from Taylor to Fort 
St. John (20.6 km), 5:00 pm to 4:00 am Mon-Thu through Apr 26. 



Cont. from A1• 
Bear Flats resident Ken Boon’s home of 20 

years might be in danger because of Site C.
“Not when you look at their pretty maps, but 

when it sloughs away we probably won’t be 
able to stay in our house.”

Boon said he attended almost all of the public 
consultations and even offered suggestions, like 
tell a BC Hydro representative to look into solar 
power and wind farms.

“He told me that BC Hydro is at least 10 
years away from that, so in the meanwhile I 
guess we will just flood the valley.”

He said his resolve has not been weakened 
though.

“We are not giving up. I really don’t think it 
is going to happen. They have just about pissed 
the First Nations off enough, that they are just 
going to say no.”

Devon Page, executive director at Ecojustice, 
a non-profit environmental law organization, 
said faith in a robust EA process, provincially 
or federally, may be overly optimistic.

“It is an arbitrary process. From our perspec-
tive, we have no confidence that the law will 
provide for a rigorous environmental assess-
ment.”

He said in 2002 the provincial government, 
with a goal of reducing red tape, significantly 
weakened provincial environmental legislation.

“EA is typically about three core principles. 
They are accountability, meaning you will hold 
project proponents accountable for the prom-
ises they make, sustainability, which is a balan-
cing act between environmental and economic 
sustainability, and public input, which allows 
interested parties, usually local communities 
that will be affected by the project, to have 
their say. B.C.’s act does not have any of that. 
At its core, it is fundamentally discretionary. 
It can be subjected to political involvement. 
B.C.’s act allows the federal government to set 
broad objectives that the act must then meet. So 
if the government wants hydro development, 
they just have to identify that as broad policy 
and the acts application will be implemented to 
meet that goal.”

At one time, he said, the federal EA pro-
cess would have filled in the gaps created by 
weak provincial law, but that recent legislative 
actions on the part of the federal government 

make that far less likely.
Page said a federal piecemeal approach to 

the EA process has resulted in less oversight, 
giving more ownership of the process to the 
provinces.

“With recent legal changes the federal gov-
ernment is seeking, which will likely be passed 
before this EA goes into effect, they will have 
the discretion to opt out.”

Add that to a discretionary provincial EA 
process with a requirement to include govern-
ment social economic policy and “you end 
up with a EA that could be meaningless,” he 
added.

Karen Campbell of the Pembina Institute said 
the Site C announcement was premature.

“We are part of a number of groups that have 
been calling for the province to do a wholesale 
review of its plan for clean electricity develop-
ment in the province.”

She said Site C comes ahead of fully under-
standing what our energy needs are, and what 
sources could satisfy them.

Andrew Larstone, president of the Northern 

Environmental Action Team, said that while 
NEAT has no opinion on whether Site C should 
be constructed or not, “We are into reduction, 
so we would expect that every possible con-
servation measure would be exercised prior to 
having to build such a facility because there 
are obviously fairly dire environmental conse-
quences of such construction.”

Andrew Larstone said conservation should be 
a key part of the solution to our energy needs.

“BC Hydro currently has a power smart pro-
gram and we feel that providing incentives for 
individuals, businesses, institutions and govern-
ment to adopt conservation measures has a lot 
less of an impact as a solution.”

George Heyman, executive director of Sierra 
Club B.C., said the money spent on the EA 
could be more effectively used elsewhere.

“It seems that the government has determined 
that Site C is what they want and they are 
going to proceed with it, pouring tens or hun-
dreds of millions of dollars into the next stage, 
when that money might well better be spent on 
developing conservation and energy efficiency 

technology and measures throughout B.C. that 
may end up telling us that we don’t need that 
much power.”

Food security comes into the mix as well, he 
said.

“Now, we may need to develop clean, low 
environmental impact power but there are a 
lot of alternatives beyond flooding 20 per cent 
of prime agricultural land in the Peace Valley 
which will probably be necessary for B.C.’s 
food security well into the future, particularly 
if some of the current sources of imported food 
dry up as a result of a warming planet.”

Leigh Summer of Hudson’s Hope was furi-
ous at how the announcement was handled by 
the government.

“As far as I am concerned, as a B.C. citizen, 
we were disgraced by our Premier and he also 
tried to keep the media that he brought up with 
him, away from us. I think that there is some-
thing wrong with that picture.”

He said he is concerned that some of the 
power generated from Site C will be exported.

“I am against it because it will be an environ-
mental nightmare... Hydro power has served 
the province well, but let’s not get stuck on 
flooding the rest of the Peace River solely for 
profit.”

Ross Peck lives 17 kilometres east of 
Hudson’s Hope. His land would be among the 
first flooded should Site C go forward, he said.

“I am not a protestor by nature.”
Site C has been “festering for about 50 or 60 

years, ever since I can remember, so I am not 
sure if this announcement is going to make it 
happen or not. We have seen it go a long way 
before and stop,” he explained.

“To me, it is not an option that should even 
be considered in this day and age. Large hydro 
dams are an old way of thinking. They need to 
advance their thinking a few years and get Site 
C off of their brain and find some realistic sus-
tainable solutions to our energy issues.”

He has faith in the EA process, because that 
is all that is left.

“We would expect the highest level of scru-
tiny which is a full panel review and hopefully 
that will allow the project to be aired in its true 
light,” he said.

“That is the only option we have on the table 
at the moment.”
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David Bell
STAFF WRITER

Tonight, a one-woman 
play opens at the North 
Peace Cultural Centre that 
will showcase the talents 
of local actress Karleigh 
Smith. The 15-year-old stu-
dent will bring to life four 
characters using masks as 
transitional devices.

D i r e c t o r  O l i v e r 
Hachmeister said the play 
will stand out from previ-
ous Stage North produc-
tions.

“The play is differ-
ent from everything Stage 
North has done before, 
and pretty much anything 
that has come through Fort 
St. John professionally as 
well,” he said.

“We have one actress 
playing four roles. She 
wears masks through the 
roles to play the different 
characters that will talk to 
the audience throughout the 
play. There has only ever 
been one mask-type play 
performed in Fort St. John 
that I know of so it will be 
fairly unique.”

The play is about a young 
girl going through different 
challenges faced by many 
at that age. The 12-year-old 
Claudia is dealing with her 
parent’s divorce and her 
father getting remarried. 
Her friends at school are 
growing apart and she has 
projects due.

The character  deals 
with those challenges by 
retreating to the school 
boiler room before classes.

Hachmeister said the 
audience can look forward 
to some unique staging ele-
ments that will, he hopes, 

immerse them into the per-
formance.

“I don’t want to give it 
away, but we are doing 
something very different.”

In addition to acting, 
Smith is an accomplished 
dancer, so she has been 
competing at festivals as 
well as practice.

Smith is a student at Bert 
Bowes Junior Secondary 
School.

“The play was written by 
a woman who was in her 
30’s when she performed it. 
Our production is unique in 
that Karleigh is very close 
to the age of the main char-
acter so she adds a unique 
perspective on the trials 
and tribulations that a 12 to 
15 year old goes through,” 
he said.

“She also has a really 
interesting take on the old-
est character in the play as 
well, because she modelled 
it after one of her grandpar-
ents. She has a really good 
perspective on that.”

Kristen Thomson wrote 
and performed in the play 
in 2000 which won awards 
and was made into a CBC 
feature film in 2004.

Smith didn’t know she’d 
be the only actor in the play 
when she got the role.

“Doing a one person 
play is really challenging, 
but I really like the show. 
I think that everyone can 
relate to at least one of the 
characters. I really relate to 
Claudia, and I don’t know 
if it is solely because we 
are similar in age. I think 
I can understand how she 
feels about herself and how 
she sees people around 
her.”

She received a variety of 

advice on how to memorize 
the 36 page script.

“Everyone said, ‘just read 
it ten times and it will be in 
your head.’ No, it is not just 
in your head at all. I had to 
have someone read it with 
me three times and then 
I would try it by myself. 
Then they would stop me 
every time I made a mis-
take, that was frustrating, 
but eventually it came.”

Smith said audience 
members will have to pay 

attention to catch some of 
finer details of the perform-
ance.

“The play has a whole 
bunch of little twists, things 
that you realize as you go 
through it.”

I, Claudia starts today at 
the North Peace Cultural 
Centre at 7:30 p.m. for a 
three-evening run. There is 
some course language. For 
more information, call 250-
785-1992 or visit www.
npcc.bc.ca.
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Karleigh Smith gets into one of the four characters she 
will bring to life in I, Claudia, which starts tonight at the 
North Peace Cultural Centre.

I, Claudia opens tonight

Site C announcement premature, 
says Pembina Institute
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AHOUSAT, B.C. — Twelve drug 
or alcohol addicted residents have 
decided to seek treatment rather than 
face eviction from this aboriginal 
community northwest of Tofino.

John Frank, chief councillor 
of the Ahousaht First Nation, said 
Wednesday the band is now working 
to get the final person into a drug-
and-alcohol treatment program.

“The last straw’s today,” said 
Frank. “They’ve got to go up there by 

nightfall.”
This is not the first time the band 

has ordered members to seek treat-
ment or get out.

In March, the Ahousaht First 
Nation’s hereditary chiefs and leaders 
sent 30 people to treatment for eight 
weeks after community members 
demanded something be done about 
the village’s addiction problems.

The band also took similar action 
three years ago.

Ahousat is located on Flores Island, 
a 45-minute boat ride northwest of 
Tofino.

Aboriginal addicts 
seek treatment to avoid 

eviction from B.C.
 community
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